
April 3, 2026

The Honorable Markwayne Mullin Todd M. Lyons
Secretary Acting Director
U.S. Department of Homeland Security U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
2707 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave. SE 500 12th St. SW
Washington, D.C. 20528 Washington, D.C. 20536

Thomas Homan
White House Border Czar
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington D.C. 20500 

Secretary Mullin, Acting Director Lyons, and Mr. Homan:

We write in strong opposition to the deployment of armed U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) agents to airports around the country. This unprecedented and unnecessary 
action causes chaos and fear at our airports, fails to support Transportation Security Agency 
(TSA) workers—whose pay Republicans in Congress have repeatedly blocked1—or reduce 
security lines, and serves as an intimidation tactic to coerce Congress into passing harmful, anti-
democratic legislation.

No President has ever sent armed ICE agents to airports. They are not qualified to screen 
passengers or manage airport security, and their lawless actions around the country underscore 
that their presence will cause confusion and fear at some of our nation’s largest airports.2 ICE 
agents are already conducting immigration enforcement operations at airports. This includes 
violently detaining a mother and her young daughter at San Francisco International Airport the 
day after President Trump announced, “I look forward to seeing ICE action at our airports.”3 
Deploying armed ICE agents to our airports all but guarantees that there will be more cruel and 
chaotic incidents. 

This is an attempt to intimidate travelers and strongarm Congress into passing harmful 
and anti-democratic legislation. We support funding TSA, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA), and certain other Department of Homeland Security (DHS) components while 
Congress negotiates necessary reforms to rein in ICE and Customs and Border Protection (CBP).
But President Trump and House Republicans are refusing to strike a deal unless Congress sends 

1 Senator Murray Responds as 49 Senate Republicans Vote Down Bill to Pay TSA, United States Senate Committee 
on Appropriations Minority (Mar. 21, 2026) (online at 
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/minority/senator-murray-responds-as-49-senate-republicans-vote-
down-bill-to-pay-tsa).
2 Security Screening Requires TSA.  ICE is Doing it at Some Airports., USA Today (Mar. 26, 2026) (online 
at https://usatoday.com/story/travel/news/2026/03/25/tsa-officer-training-ice/89300297007/).
3 Donald J. Trump, @realDonaldTrump, Truth Social (Mar. 21, 2026) (online at 
https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/116267892671497457); T.S.A. Tipped Off ICE Agents Before 
Arrests at San Francisco Airport, New York Times (Mar. 24, 2026) (online at 
https://nytimes.com/2026/03/24/us/tsa-data-ice-deportation-san-francisco-airport.html). 
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billions more to ICE and CBP and passes the dangerous SAVE America Act to disenfranchise 
millions of eligible voters. This is a betrayal of TSA workers and their families, and an insult to 
travelers who are facing long security lines.

The Trump Administration must immediately withdraw ICE agents from all airports 
around the country. And to better understand the scope and rationale for this action, we request a 
response to the following questions by April 10, 2026:

1. Which airports are ICE agents currently deployed to, and how many agents are deployed 
to each?

2. Which additional airports, if any, does the Trump Administration plan to deploy ICE 
agents to, and how many agents would be deployed to each?

3. How long does the Administration currently intend to maintain ICE agents at airports?
4. Public statements by Mr. Homan indicate there was no plan for the deployment of ICE 

agents to airports; please provide a detailed accounting of when this decision was made, 
what inter-agency coordination occurred beforehand, and what operational plan (if any) 
exists now.

5. What coordination, if any, is DHS undertaking with state and local officials related to this
deployment?

6. What evidence exists, if any, that security lines have become shorter since ICE agents 
were deployed to airports?

7. Please provide all policies, memoranda, and other documents related to the program 
whereby TSA agents provide travelers’ information to ICE for the purpose of 
immigration enforcement.

8. Does Secretary Mullin believe that ICE agents should be arresting children and their 
parents at airports?

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely,

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

2



Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress
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Christian D. Menefee
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Lateefah Simon
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Yassamin Ansari
Member of Congress

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress
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Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress

Greg Casar
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Kelly Morrison
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress
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Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Greg Stanton
Member of Congress

Gilbert Ray Cisneros, Jr.
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress
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