Congress of the United States
Houge of Representatives
TWashington, BE 20515-1304

April 17, 2024

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr. The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas
President Secretary of Homeland Security

The White House U.S. Department of Homeland Security
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 3801 Nebraska Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500 Washington, DC 20528

The Honorable Ur M. Jaddou

Director

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
20 Massachusetts Avenue NW.
Washington, D.C. 20001

Dear President Biden, Secretary Mayorkas, and Director Jaddou:

Thank you for your efforts to hold exploitative employers accountable and expedite access to
work authorization for hundreds of thousands of migrants in the United States. We are writing to
you today to address our constituents’ concerns regarding the lack of work permit availability for
long-term immigrant communities in the U.S. Specifically, we urge your administration to utilize
its statutory authority to establish three new work permit programs for the following groups:

1. Undocumented spouses and immediate family of U.S. citizens.
"Dreamers" who, though ineligible for DACA due to age, significantly contribute to the
U.S. economy.

3. Long-term workers who have contributed and paid taxes for years but have been denied a
path to legal status.

As representatives of vibrant immigrant communities across the nation, we appreciate your
recent efforts to provide work permits for newly arrived immigrants. We hope you will consider
our recommendations to continue supporting these deserving immigrant communities.

For decades, many long-term undocumented individuals have worked and paid taxes without the
security of a lawful U.S. work permit. These individuals have not only contributed to our
economy but have also raised children, many of whom are now tax-paying citizens.

We commend your use of executive authority to expand work permit access for recent arrivals
from various countries." > However, we believe it's time to extend this dignity to America's
longer-term immigrant communities, who have waited for relief for decades.

! Immigration and Nationality Act, 8 U.S.C. §§ 1101-1504, https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/STATUTE-66/pdf/STATUTE-66-Pg163.pdf;
see also “Immigration Parole: Policy Brief.” FWD.Us, www.fwd.us/news/immigration-parole/.



Implementing such a policy would benefit workers nationwide. Legal work permits would
further shield immigrants from exploitation and enable them to seek jobs that match their skills,
thereby fostering better working conditions. Additionally, granting work permits to long-term
immigrant workers could increase annual tax revenue by an estimated $13.8 billion, according to
the American Immigration Council.?

We respectfully urge your administration to consider the following actions to initiate the
establishment of work permits for long-term immigrants:

1. Update the military parole-in-place program for spouses and parents of military personnel
to include all U.S. Citizens and their mixed-status families.

2. Establish a work permit program dedicated to providing work permits to the 600,000
eligible "Dreamers" under 18 years old who do not qualify for DACA.

3. Establish a work permit for long-term workers, critical to building our economy, under
the “significant public benefit” provision of the President’s administrative parole
authority.

These actions represent significant strides toward bolstering the U.S. economy and supporting
immigrant communities that have long contributed to our society. Long-term undocumented
immigrants are valued members of our communities, embodying the modern "American Dream'
through their dedication as workers, taxpayers, consumers, and entrepreneurs.

We respectfully request that your administration utilize its broad statutory authority on
immigration matters to restore the human dignity of these immigrant communities by granting
them access to meaningful work permit programs.

Thank you for your attention to this pressing matter. We anticipate your response, which we
request be sent to each office no later than May 4th, 2024.

Sincerely,
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Jésus G. "Chuy" Garcia Adriano Espaillat J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

2 Moslimani, Mohamad. “How Temporary Protected Status Has Expanded under the Biden Administration.” Pew Research Center, Pew
Research Center, 29 Mar. 2024, www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/03/29/how-temporary-protected-status-has-expanded-under-the-biden-
administration/

3 “Adding up the Billions in Tax Dollars Paid by Undocumented Immigrants.” American Immigration Council, 12 Aug. 2017,
www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/adding-billions-tax-dollars-paid-undocumented-immigrants
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Raul M. Grijalva ~
Member of Congress
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Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress
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Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D.
Member of Congress
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Madgell Alejayﬁro Frost

Member of Congress
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Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress

athan L. Jac on
ember of Congress

Nanette Diaz B‘/arragan
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernandez
Member of Congress
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Danny K. Ravis

Member of Congress



