Congress of the TUnited States

Washington, DE 20515
November 6, 2026

Marco Rubio

Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20528

Secretary Rubio:

We write to express our profound concern regarding surging authoritarianism in Ecuador, a country with
which the Trump Administration is forging ever-closer military ties with little effort to ensure that our
partnership upholds our democratic values and our commitment to human rights. Under President Daniel
Noboa, Ecuador has seen the repression of opposition actors across the political spectrum, attacks on
judicial independence, and restrictions on the freedom of the press. The recent arrest of former
presidential candidate Luisa Gonzalez marks the latest brazen step in Ecuador’s descent into de facto
one-party rule by President Noboa and his allies. We urge you to immediately suspend all U.S. security
assistance and military cooperation with the Noboa administration until democracy and the rule of law
are fully restored, and the persecution of Gonzalez and other opposition figures and parties cease.
Should you fail to act, Congress will use the tools at its disposal to compel a change in policy.

Luisa Gonzalez is a leader of Revolucion Ciudadana (RC), the largest opposition party in Ecuador. As a
two-time presidential candidate — who advanced to a run-off against now-president Daniel Noboa in
both 2023 and 2025 — she is one of the most prominent figures of Ecuador’s democratic opposition. On
October 22, Gonzalez was arrested as part of an investigation into alleged financial irregularities during
her 2023 presidential campaign, in what appears to be a politically motivated attack on a prominent
political opponent.' Members of Gonzalez’s team have also been detained and arrest warrants have been
issued for other party members, including Andrés Arauz, RC’s 2021 presidential candidate and
Gonzalez’s running mate in 2023. In recent days, the offices of Quito’s current mayor, Pabel Mufioz,
were raided amid threats of imminent arrest against him by the Minister of the Interior. > Guayaquil
Mayor Aquiles Alvarez has been imprisoned for months in a facility modeled after El Salvador’s
CECOT.’
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Gonzalez’s arrest is a part of a broader crackdown on Noboa’s opposition on both the left and right in
the runup to November’s elections. The investigation into Gonzalez is being conducted by the Office of
Acting Prosecutor General Carlos Alarcon, a Noboa ally whose appointment’s legality has been
questioned and who has repeatedly acted to protect Noboa and his allies while aggressively prosecuting
officials in multiple opposition parties.* Alarcon had authorities raid Gonzélez’s home in January, and
later successfully petitioned an electoral judge to suspend the entire party and an allied party from
participating in the elections.” As reported by CNN, the allegations against Gonzalez were publicly
presented in detail in a social media video by presidential spokesperson José Julio Neira.® This raises
serious concerns about the separation of powers and judicial independence. Further, the allegations
against Gonzalez have continually changed, and the authorities have presented little evidence to
substantiate them.’

Ecuador’s electoral authorities, who are politically aligned with Noboa, have also moved to shut other
opposition parties and candidates out of elections, further indicating a coordinated effort to eliminate
political opposition in the country by any means necessary.® At Alarcon’s request, electoral judges
suspended RC and an allied party, Amigo, from participating in local elections earlier this year.’ In
April, authorities also revoked the legal status of the left-wing Unidad Popular Party and the right-wing
Construye movement, to which slain presidential candidate Fernando Villavicencio belonged.'® Only
Unidad Popular was reinstated, following a lengthy legal battle. In November 2024, an electoral judge
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disqualified Jan Topic, a key conservative rival of President Noboa who had run in a previous
presidential election, from the 2025 presidential race."

We have numerous other concerns regarding the Noboa government’s overt attacks on democracy,
human rights, and the rule of law in Ecuador. The country’s courts have faced intense government
pressure undermining their independence; systematic attacks on press freedoms; a prolonged “state of
emergency’’ of over two years under which the president has claimed extraordinary powers and
restricted civil liberties; and the proliferation of human rights abuses by security forces, including
torture, extrajudicial killings, forced disappearances, arbitrary arrests, and sexual abuse in women’s
prisons."?

Despite the steady erosion of democracy and the rule of law in Ecuador, the Trump Administration has
failed to hold the Noboa government accountable and has instead cultivated an increasingly close and
collaborative bilateral security relationship with the illegal use of military force and an overly
militarized response to the country’s security crisis under the banner of the so-called “war on
narcoterror.” Among other things, your Administration has provided Ecuador with tens of millions of
dollars’ worth of military equipment and training; carried out joint military operations, which included
an incident earlier this year in which a civilian farm was bombed and its staff detained and tortured; and
carried out, in cooperation with Ecuadorian authorities, aerial strikes of boats in the Eastern Pacific
which amount to illegal, extrajudicial killings."® President Trump has also praised President Noboa as a
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“great leader.”" During your official visit to Ecuador in September, you described Noboa as “doing an
incredible job,” and said, “The progress we’ve made on this relationship really has no historic precedent,
and there’s so much more to do.”"> Meanwhile, there is no evidence that the Noboa presidency or its
operations with the U.S. government have materially reduced drug trafficking and homicide rates have
continued to rise, and Ecuador remains one of the most violent countries in the world.'®

Given the grave human rights abuses and openly authoritarian actions by the Noboa Administration, we
urge the State Department to immediately suspend all U.S. security assistance and cooperation with
Ecuador, including joint military operations, until the rule of law and democracy are restored, and to
immediately engage with Ecuadorian authorities to end the persecution of Gonzdlez, Arauz, and other
political figures facing legal proceedings in the context of the upcoming local elections.

Should your Administration fail to end its complicity in the Noboa government’s authoritarian actions,
Congress will use the tools at its disposal to compel a change in policy, including blocking arms sales
and suspending U.S. security assistance to Ecuador, prohibiting the use of appropriated funds for joint
military operations, and investigating U.S. involvement in documented abuses and pursuing
accountability.

The United States cannot credibly claim to support democracy and the fight against drug-trafficking and
organized crime while at the same time expanding its security relationship with a government that is
rapidly tightening its authoritarian grip on power.

Sincerely,
gy MLM @\ L
Jé/ sus G. "Chuy" Garcia athan L. Jac
Member of Congress ember of Congress Member of Congress
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