Congress of the United States

Washington, BE 20515

June 17, 2026

Marco Rubio Todd Blanche

Secretary of State Acting Attorney General
U.S. Department of State U.S. Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. 20528 Washington, D.C. 20530
Scott Bessent

Secretary of the Treasury
U.S. Department of the Treasury
Washington, D.C. 20220

Secretary Rubio, Acting Attorney General Blanche, and Secretary Bessent:

We write with grave concern about the brazen interference of senior U.S. officials, including
President Trump, in Colombia’s presidential election. This interference involves the full-throated
endorsement of Abelardo de la Espriella, a candidate with a profoundly troubling record that
appears to run counter to U.S. interests and potentially to U.S. laws.' Rather than campaigning
for him, our government should be examining his ties to a terrorist-designated organization and
an accused money launderer, and possible financial improprieties related to Florida-based
companies and real estate transactions.

President Trump and multiple Republican Members of Congress have openly endorsed Mr. De la
Espriella.” President Trump has also implied that if Mr. De la Espriella loses, Colombia may lose
the support of the United States, its most important trade and security partner.’ This direct
interference by U.S. officials in another country’s democratic elections is inconsistent with
longstanding principles of national sovereignty and non-interference, as well as international
law.

This interference is particularly alarming given Mr. De la Espriella’s background. A criminal
defense lawyer and businessman, he has come under scrutiny over the source of his fortune and
his links to Colombian clients, including Alex Saab, an ultra-wealthy fixer for Nicolas Maduro
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who is currently under federal criminal indictment in the Southern District of Florida for
allegedly laundering millions of dollars.*

Mr. De la Espriella has also maintained close relations with multiple leaders from the
paramilitary drug-trafficking organization known as the United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia
(AUC).” The AUC, which the U.S. government designated as a foreign terrorist organization in
2001, was responsible for numerous massacres, assassinations and forced disappearances, as well
as torture, forced displacement, sexual violence, collusion with state/security and political actors,
and large-scale drug trafficking to the U.S. and other countries.’

Along with providing legal counsel to a variety of paramilitary leaders, Mr. De la Espriella has
acted as an outspoken public advocate for their interests.” He founded and led an organization
that was reportedly financed by the AUC to broaden its social and political influence,
campaigned to block the extradition of paramilitary leaders to the U.S. where they were facing
drug-trafficking charges, and pressured the Colombian government and congress to push for
pardons for AUC leaders in order to promote impunity for paramilitary crimes.®

He has also praised paramilitary leaders and opposed the implementation of the historic 2016
peace agreement, including institutions designed to provide a measure of justice for the
thousands of innocent victims who were forcibly disappeared and killed by the Colombian
military.’

There are also significant questions about the sources of Mr. De la Espriella’s vast fortune.
Several of his former clients have accused him of having pocketed funds allegedly intended to be
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used for bribing key judicial actors, and some of his associates have been credibly implicated in
wire fraud.'® Moreover, he and his spouse are connected to at least 14 Florida-based apparent
shell companies and a number of multi-million-dollar Florida real estate purchases involving
funds whose source is not clear.'" There is evidence that at least one of these transactions may
have been funded in part by Mr. Saab, who is currently under indictment for money laundering."

It is possible that Mr. De la Espriella’s U.S.-based assets were legally acquired, but his
significant ties to Mr. Saab and paramilitary figures, suspicious transactions involving the
possible flow of illicit funds into the U.S., and other credible allegations of criminal conduct
warrant significant scrutiny and investigation by our government. We urge you to review these
matters within your respective jurisdictions, investigate the sources of the funds used to finance
Mr. De la Espriella’s investments in the United States, and call on President Trump to stop
interfering in another country’s democratic election on behalf of an individual who may pose a
threat to U.S. interests. Our government must respect, not undermine, the democracy and
sovereignty of our neighbors in the region.

Sincerely,
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Jéus G. "Chuy" Garcia
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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