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Joint Statement by Legislators of the Americas Opposing U.S. 
Strikes in the Caribbean and Pacific 

  
 
As lawmakers from 13 countries across the Americas, we strongly oppose the U.S. government’s attacks 
on small vessels in the Caribbean and eastern Pacific that have resulted in hundreds of extrajudicial 
killings of civilians. We call for an end to these operations, and we urge governments across the region to 
refrain from facilitating these egregious violations of international law. 
 
Since September 2025, the U.S. military has killed at least 234 people in dozens of maritime strikes.1 The 
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) has also reportedly carried out covert maritime attacks against 
fishing boats.2 There is no evidence that any of the targets posed an imminent threat justifying lethal 
force.3 The identities of nearly all the victims remain publicly unknown, and many families lack effective 
or safe avenues to obtain information or redress.4 Coastal and fishing communities face fear and 
uncertainty as these attacks put lives and livelihoods at risk.5  

The rights to life, due process, and protections against the arbitrary use of force are core principles of 
democratic rule of law that our countries have committed to uphold. Allegations of drug trafficking, 
however serious, do not circumvent or override these protections, nor do they justify lethal force against 
people who pose no imminent threat. 

Legal experts, human rights organizations and current and former members of the U.S. military have 
raised serious concerns about the legality of these strikes, including warning that they constitute 
extrajudicial killings.6 

These operations have also failed to achieve their stated objective of reducing drug trafficking. The U.S. 
government has assessed that the strikes have not significantly reduced the flow of cocaine into the 

6 UN Special Rapporteur on Counter-Terrorism, “Killing ‘Narco-Terrorists’ at Sea,” Briefing Note, September 2026. 
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/terrorism/sr-ct-briefing-note-targeting-narco-terrori.pdf; American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU), “Legal Experts Underscore Illegality of U.S. Boat Strikes at Inter-American Commission on Human Rights Hearing,” March, 
2026. 
https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/legal-experts-underscore-illegality-of-u-s-boat-strikes-at-inter-american-commission-on-human-rights-hearin
g; Amnesty International, “USA: Death Toll in Campaign of Extrajudicial Killings at Sea Nears 200,” May, 2026. 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2026/05/usa-death-toll-in-campaign-of-extrajudicial-killings-at-sea-nears-200; NBC News, “Top Military 
Lawyer Raised Legal Concerns About Boat Strikes,” November, 2025. 
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/top-military-lawyer-raised-legal-concerns-boat-strikes-rcna24369; Kendall, Frank. “Military 
Officers Can’t Look Away From This Any Longer.” The New York Times, September, 2026. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/01/opinion/air-force-military-trump.html 

5 Associated Press, “Fishermen in the Eastern Caribbean Fear for Their Lives Following a Deadly US Strike,” February, 2026. 
https://apnews.com/article/us-strike-caribbean-st-lucia-st-vincent-fisherman-5c47edeb3d039d6147c2388901a6c91b 

4 The Guardian, “13 Men Killed by US Military Boat Strikes Identified: ‘These Were Flesh-and-Blood People,’” May, 2026. 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/may/15/us-military-airstrikes-caribbean-pacific-victim-identities 

3 Human Rights Watch, “Q&A: US Military Operations in the Caribbean, Pacific,” December, 2025. 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/12/16/qa-us-military-operations-in-the-caribbean-pacific  

2 The Washington Post, “Covert CIA Program Said to Be Behind Mysterious Attacks on Galápagos Boats,” August, 2026. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2026/08/13/covert-cia-program-said-be-behind-mysterious-attacks-galpagos-boats/ 

1  Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA), “TO DATE: U.S. Maritime Attacks in the Caribbean and Eastern Pacific,” November 7, 2025, 
updated September 21, 2026. https://www.wola.org/2025/11/us-military-strikes-trump-drugs-caribbean/ 
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https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/legal-experts-underscore-illegality-of-u-s-boat-strikes-at-inter-american-commission-on-human-rights-hearing
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https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2026/05/usa-death-toll-in-campaign-of-extrajudicial-killings-at-sea-nears-200/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/top-military-lawyer-raised-legal-concerns-boat-strikes-rcna243694
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/01/opinion/air-force-military-trump.html
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2026/08/13/covert-cia-program-said-be-behind-mysterious-attacks-galpagos-boats/
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country.7 Nor has cocaine production in the region declined.8 This is an entirely predictable outcome after 
decades of the U.S. government’s failed “War on Drugs”; militarization and the use of lethal force do not 
sustainably reduce either drug production or trafficking, nor do they address the economic, social, and 
institutional conditions that sustain them. Despite this, the Trump administration has indicated its 
intention to continue and expand these operations, including by extending such strikes to land-based 
targets.9 
  
We are also deeply concerned that these harmful, illegal operations may be facilitated through other 
governments’ intelligence sharing, access to military bases and facilities, logistical support, and other 
forms of cooperation.10 Under international law, states may incur responsibility when they provide aid or 
assistance in the commission of internationally wrongful acts, with a view to facilitating such acts.11 
Addressing drug trafficking and transnational organized crime requires effective international 
cooperation, but that cooperation must be grounded in international law; respect for human rights and 
national sovereignty; accountability and transparency; diligent investigative, prosecutorial, and judicial 
work; a commitment to address corruption; and democratic oversight of security policies. 
  
As legislators, we share a responsibility to exercise effective oversight regarding unlawful actions by our 
respective governments. For these reasons, we call on the U.S. government to immediately and 
permanently end these strikes, and we urge all governments of the Americas to refrain from providing 
assistance for them. We further commit to using our legislative and oversight authorities to promote 
transparency and accountability surrounding these extrajudicial killings, and to demand justice for the 
victims and their families. We will remain resolute in our effort to end the complicity of our respective 
governments in acts contrary to international law. 
 
 

 

11 El País, “More Than 120 Organizations Demand an End to the Complicity of Third Countries in US Extrajudicial Killings in the Caribbean,” 
April, 2026. 
https://english.elpais.com/international/2026-04-23/more-than-120-organizations-demand-an-end-to-the-complicity-of-third-countries-in-us-extra
judicial-killings-in-the-caribbean.html 

10 The New York Times, “Hegseth Says Anti-Cartel Coalition Will Do ‘Bad Things to Bad People,’” August, 2026. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/08/12/us/hegseth-trump-anti-cartel-coalition.html 

9 Associated Press, “After Killing Hundreds in Boat Strikes, US Military Expands Campaign on Land in Latin America,” August, 2026. 
https://apnews.com/article/trump-military-operations-latin-american-western-hemisphere-a1fccf4414e44341d3dbd54e19ae1ba4 

8  United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), World Drug Report 2026, June, 2026. 
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/world-drug-report-2026.html  

7 The Washington Post, “Deadly U.S. Boat Strikes Have Failed to Curb Cocaine Supply, Pentagon and DEA Officials Say,” July, 2026.  
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2026/07/27/operation-southern-spear-has-not-slowed-cocaine-entering-us/ 
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Declaración de legisladores de las Américas en oposición a los 
Aataques de Estados Unidos en el mar Caribe y el océano Pacífico​

 

Como legisladores de 13 países de las Américas, nos oponemos firmemente a los ataques del gobierno de 
Estados Unidos contra pequeñas embarcaciones en el mar Caribe y el Pacífico oriental, que han resultado 
en cientos de ejecuciones extrajudiciales de civiles. Exigimos el fin de estas operaciones e instamos a los 
gobiernos de toda la región a abstenerse de facilitar estas graves violaciones del derecho internacional. 

Desde septiembre de 2025, las fuerzas armadas de Estados Unidos han matado al menos a 234 personas 
en decenas de ataques marítimos.12 Según informes, la Agencia Central de Inteligencia de Estados Unidos 
(CIA) también ha llevado a cabo ataques marítimos encubiertos en contra de embarcaciones pesqueras.13 
No existe evidencia de que alguno de los objetivos representara una amenaza inminente que justificara el 
uso de fuerza letal.14 Las identidades de la gran mayoría de las víctimas siguen sin conocerse 
públicamente, y muchas de sus familias carecen de vías efectivas y seguras para obtener información, 
exigir justicia o acceder a reparaciones.15 Las comunidades costeras y pesqueras viven con temor e 
incertidumbre, ya que estos ataques ponen en riesgo sus vidas y medios de subsistencia.16 

Los derechos a la vida y al debido proceso, así como las garantías contra el uso arbitrario de la fuerza, son 
principios fundamentales del Estado democrático de derecho que nuestros países se han comprometido a 
respetar. Las acusaciones de narcotráfico, por graves que sean, no permiten eludir ni dejar sin efecto estas 
protecciones, ni justifican el uso de la fuerza letal contra personas que no representan una amenaza 
inminente. 

Expertos jurídicos, organizaciones de derechos humanos y miembros y exmiembros de las fuerzas 
armadas de Estados Unidos han planteado serias preocupaciones sobre la legalidad de estos ataques y han 
advirtiendo, entre otras cosas, que constituyen ejecuciones extrajudiciales.17 

17 Relator Especial de la ONU sobre la lucha contra el terrorismo, “Killing ‘Narco-Terrorists’ at Sea”, Nota informativa, septiembre de 2026. 
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/terrorism/sr-ct-briefing-note-targeting-narco-terrori.pdf; American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU), “Legal Experts Underscore Illegality of U.S. Boat Strikes at Inter-American Commission on Human Rights Hearing,” marzo de 
2026. 
https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/legal-experts-underscore-illegality-of-u-s-boat-strikes-at-inter-american-commission-on-human-rights-hearin
g; Amnistía Internacional, “Estados Unidos: La cifra de muertes de la campaña de ejecuciones extrajudiciales en el mar se aproxima a las 200,” 
mayo de 2026. https://www.amnesty.org/es/latest/news/2026/05/usa-death-toll-in-campaign-of-extrajudicial-killings-at-sea-nears-200;  NBC 
News, “Top Military Lawyer Raised Legal Concerns About Boat Strikes,” noviembre de 2025. 
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/top-military-lawyer-raised-legal-concerns-boat-strikes-rcna24369; Kendall, Frank. “Military 
Officers Can’t Look Away From This Any Longer.” The New York Times, September, 2026. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/01/opinion/air-force-military-trump.html 

16 Associated Press, “Pescadores del Caribe temen por sus vidas ante ataques de EEUU contra lanchas”, febrero de 2026. 
https://apnews.com/article/us-strike-caribbean-st-lucia-st-vincent-fisherman-5c47edeb3d039d6147c2388901a6c91b 

15 The Guardian, “13 Men Killed by US Military Boat Strikes Identified: ‘These Were Flesh-and-Blood People’”, mayo de 2026. 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/may/15/us-military-airstrikes-caribbean-pacific-victim-identities 

14 Human Rights Watch, “Q&A: US Military Operations in the Caribbean, Pacific”, diciembre de 2025. 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/12/16/qa-us-military-operations-in-the-caribbean-pacific  

13 El País, “Un programa encubierto de la CIA estuvo detrás de los ataques contra pescadores cerca de las Galápagos, reporta ‘The Washington 
Post’”, agosto de 2026. 
https://elpais.com/us/2026-08-15/un-programa-encubierto-de-la-cia-estuvo-detras-de-los-ataques-contra-pescadores-cerca-de-las-galapagos-repor
ta-the-washington-post.html 

12  Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA), “TO DATE: U.S. Maritime Attacks in the Caribbean and Eastern Pacific,” noviembre de 2025, 
actualizado el 21 de septiembre de 2026. https://www.wola.org/2025/11/us-military-strikes-trump-drugs-caribbean/ 
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Estas operaciones tampoco han logrado su objetivo declarado de reducir el narcotráfico. El gobierno de 
Estados Unidos ha determinado que los ataques no han reducido significativamente el flujo de cocaína 
hacia el país.18 Tampoco ha disminuido la producción de cocaína en la región.19 Este es un resultado 
totalmente previsible tras décadas de la fracasada “Guerra contra las Drogas” impulsada por el gobierno 
estadounidense: la militarización y el uso de fuerza letal no reducen de manera sostenible ni la producción 
ni el tráfico de drogas, ni abordan las condiciones económicas, sociales e institucionales que los sostienen. 
A pesar de ello, la Administración Trump ha manifestado su intención de continuar y ampliar estas 
operaciones, incluso extendiendo este tipo de ataques a objetivos terrestres.20 

También nos preocupa profundamente que estas operaciones perjudiciales e ilegales puedan estar siendo 
facilitadas mediante el intercambio de inteligencia por parte de otros gobiernos, el acceso a bases e 
instalaciones militares, el apoyo logístico y otras formas de cooperación.21 Conforme al derecho 
internacional, los Estados pueden incurrir en responsabilidad cuando prestan ayuda o asistencia para la 
comisión de actos internacionalmente ilícitos con el propósito de facilitar dichos actos.22 Hacer frente al 
narcotráfico y al crimen organizado transnacional requiere una cooperación internacional efectiva, pero 
esta debe estar fundamentada en el derecho internacional; el respeto de los derechos humanos y la 
soberanía nacional; la rendición de cuentas y la transparencia; una labor rigurosa de investigación, 
procesamiento judicial y administración de justicia; un compromiso con la lucha contra la corrupción; y la 
supervisión democrática de las políticas de seguridad. 

Como legisladores, compartimos la responsabilidad de ejercer una supervisión efectiva frente a las 
acciones ilegales de nuestros respectivos gobiernos. Por estas razones, exigimos al gobierno de Estados 
Unidos que ponga fin de manera inmediata y permanente a estos ataques, e instamos a todos los gobiernos 
de las Américas a abstenerse de prestarles cualquier tipo de asistencia. Asimismo, nos comprometemos a 
utilizar nuestras facultades legislativas y de supervisión para promover la transparencia y la rendición de 
cuentas en torno a estas ejecuciones extrajudiciales, y a exigir justicia para las víctimas y sus familias. 
Mantendremos firme nuestro compromiso de poner fin a la complicidad de nuestros respectivos gobiernos 
en actos contrarios al derecho internacional. 

 
 

22 El País, “Más de 120 organizaciones exigen el fin de la complicidad de terceros países en las ejecuciones extrajudiciales de Estados Unidos en 
el Caribe,” abril de 2026. 
https://elpais.com/us/2026-04-23/mas-de-120-organizaciones-exigen-el-fin-de-la-complicidad-de-terceros-paises-en-las-ejecuciones-extrajudicial
es-de-estados-unidos-en-el-caribe.html  
 

21 The New York Times, “El secretario de Defensa de EE. UU. dice que la coalición anticárteles hará ‘cosas malas a la gente mala’,’” agosto de 
2026. https://www.nytimes.com/es/2026/08/12/espanol/estados-unidos/pete-hegseth-coalicion-carteles.html  

20 Associated Press, “Tras matar a cientos en ataques a barcos, Ejército de EEUU amplía campaña terrestre en Latinoamérica,” agosto de 2026. 
https://apnews.com/article/operaciones-militares-america-latina-eeuu-carteles-05ce0fee5a9f4bae5ef569379df1dabe  

19 Oficina de las Naciones Unidas contra la Droga y el Delito (UNODC), World Drug Report 2026, junio de 2026. 
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/world-drug-report-2026.html  

18 The Washington Post, “Deadly U.S. Boat Strikes Have Failed to Curb Cocaine Supply, Pentagon and DEA Officials Say,” julio de 2026.  
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2026/07/27/operation-southern-spear-has-not-slowed-cocaine-entering-us/ 

https://elpais.com/us/2026-04-23/mas-de-120-organizaciones-exigen-el-fin-de-la-complicidad-de-terceros-paises-en-las-ejecuciones-extrajudiciales-de-estados-unidos-en-el-caribe.html
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https://apnews.com/article/operaciones-militares-america-latina-eeuu-carteles-05ce0fee5a9f4bae5ef569379df1dabe
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/world-drug-report-2026.html
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