
 

 

 

 
April 10, 2020 

 

 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 

Majority Leader 

U.S. Senate 

S-230, The Capitol Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 

Speaker 

U.S. House of Representatives 

H-232, The Capitol Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

 

The Honorable Charles Schumer 

Minority Leader 

U.S. Senate 

S-220, The Capitol Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 

Minority Leader 

U.S. House of Representatives 

H-205, The Capitol Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

To Senate Majority Leader McConnell, Senate Minority Leader Schumer, House Speaker Pelosi and 

House Minority Leader McCarthy: 

 

The economic consequences of the COVID-19 public health crisis have only deepened in the short time 

since the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) was enacted. As Congress 

mobilizes for a badly needed fourth relief package, we urge leadership to include $100 billion for 

emergency rental assistance funds to allow tenants to stay in their homes.  

 

Congress must also alleviate the burden of rent as our constituents are furloughed, laid off, or working 

reduced hours. Though the CARES Act included an important temporary eviction moratorium measure to 

ensure that covered tenants, it delays the threat of evictions and foreclosures while doing nothing to 

resolve the issue of accrued rent that is still owed. We must act to help these families who must decide 

between putting food on the table or a roof over their heads. 

 

Ten million people filed for unemployment in the last weeks of March-- an increase of  3,000% over 

filings at the beginning of the month. Too many are worried about their ability to keep their home when 

the immediate public health crisis is over. The National Low Income Housing Coalition estimates that 

$100 billion in rental assistance is necessary to avoid the devastation of affordable housing infrastructure 

in our communities as eviction moratoriums are lifted at the end of this crisis and back-rent is due.  

 

We urge you to include $100 billion in critically needed funds for emergency rental assistance in the next 

COVID-19 relief package. Families across the country should not be forced to choose between foregoing 

food or medicine in order to pay rent.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

_______________________________          _______________________________ 

Jesús G. “Chuy” García            Adriano Espaillat 

Member of Congress            Member of Congress 



Co-signers: 

 

Eleanor Holmes Norton TJ Cox 

Jan Schakowsky Alcee L. Hastings 

Mark Pocan Joe Neguse 

Tony Cárdenas Yvette D. Clarke  

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez Rosa L. DeLauro 

Jerry McNerney Lisa Blunt Rochester 

Jerrold Nadler Judy Chu 

Adam Smith Al Green 

Wm. Lacy Clay Earl Blumenauer 

Jahana Hayes Thomas R. Suozzi 

Carolyn B. Maloney Joseph P. Kennedy, III  

Raúl M. Grijalva  Kathy Castor 

Donna E. Shalala Eliot L. Engel 

Ruben Gallego Jamie Raskin  

Alan Lowenthal Rashida Tlaib 

Peter A. DeFazio  Henry Cuellar  

Steve Cohen Ted W. Lieu 

Susan Wild Salud O. Carbajal 

Nydia Velázquez Diana DeGette 

Stephanie Murphy Mike Levin  

Al Lawson David Trone  

Ami Bera, M.D. Juan Vargas 

Anthony G. Brown Grace F. Napolitano 

Henry C. “Hank” Johnson, Jr. Jared Huffman 

Marcia L. Fudge  

 


