
 

 

 

August 14, 2020 
 

 

His Excellency Andrés Manuel López Obrador  

Presidente Constitucional de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos  

Plaza de la Constitución S/N,  

Centro Histórico de la Cdad. de México, Centro, Cuauhtémoc,  

06066 Ciudad de México, CDMX, México 

 

 

Dear President López Obrador: 
 

Without the political will to enforce Mexico’s labor law reforms or the worker protections 

included in the US-Mexico-Canada Agreement (“USMCA”), wages and working conditions will 

not improve as promised. State governments in Mexico are undermining the worker protections 

that the new Mexican labor laws and the USMCA guarantee. As members of the U.S. House of 

Representatives who are committed to improving conditions for workers throughout North 

America, we urge you to ensure that states comply with the letter and spirit of Mexican labor 

law so that Mexican workers can finally organize independent unions and their lawyers can 

advocate for them without fear of arrest. 

 
The persecution of Mexican labor lawyer Susana Prieto Terrazas by state officials in Tamaulipas 

and Chihuahua calls Mexico’s commitment to improving workers’ rights into question. Prieto 

was arrested in June on spurious charges related to her efforts to register an independent union 

for workers at U.S. auto parts plant Cardone and only released after three weeks of detention 

without bail. The conditions of her release require her to quit labor advocacy in Matamoros for 

more than two years and move to the State of Chihuahua where the state government has issued 

warrants for her arrest. 

 
It appears that conservative governors of northern border states in Mexico are collaborating with 

the manufacturing industry to attack workers fighting for higher wages and safe workplaces as 

well as their advocates. After protection unions and employers were unable to invalidate 

Mexico’s new labor law, border states are now using political persecution to intimidate workers 

and their advocates. Their attacks on Prieto are extreme but unfortunately not unique. 

 
We understand that you are trying to implement and enforce dramatic labor law changes in your 

country. However, if state governments in Mexico are able to willfully violate basic labor rights, 

we will urge USTR to swiftly and forcefully utilize the rapid response system in order to ensure 

Mexican compliance with the agreement. 

 

 

 



We urge you to ensure that all Mexican states comply with the labor obligations in the USMCA 

and to ensure the politically motivated charges against Prieto and arrest warrants in Chihuahua 

and Tamaulipas are dropped and the rights-violating conditions of her release suspended. 

 
We look forward to working with you to strengthen labor rights throughout North America, but 

we are concerned by the first weeks of USMCA implementation. Please respond with your 

government’s plan for ensuring that Mexico’s states stop interfering with Mexico’s new labor 

law and the USMCA. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

__________________________          ____________________________ 

Jesús G. “Chuy” García                                          Jan Schakowsky 

4th District of Illinois                                             9th District of Illinois  

 

 

Cosigners: 

 

Raúl M. Grijalva Joseph P. Kennedy, III Jackie Speier Sean Patrick Maloney 

Marcy Kaptur Joe Neguse Dan Kildee David Trone 

Susan A. Davis Rashida Tlaib Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez Donald M. Payne, Jr. 

Peter A. DeFazio José E. Serrano Nydia M. Velázquez Rick Larsen 

Adriano Espaillat Henry C. “Hank” Johnson, Jr. Alcee L. Hastings Salud Carbajal 

Danny K. Davis Ilhan Omar David N. Cicilline Ed Perlmutter  

Debbie Dingell J. Luis Correa Bonnie Watson Coleman Peter Welch 

Denny Heck Sylvia R. Garcia Donald Norcross John P. Sarbanes 

Paul D. Tonko  Joe Courtney Matt Cartwright Diana DeGette 

Bobby L. Rush Ro Khanna Brenda Lawrence Emanuel Cleaver, II 

Juan Vargas Joaquin Castro Brian Higgins Marcia L. Fudge 

Barbara Lee Tim Ryan Ann McLane Kuster James R. Langevin  

James P. McGovern Mark DeSaulnier Terri A. Sewell  Chris Pappas  

Chellie Pingree Ayanna Pressley Max Rose Theodore E. Deutch  

Mark Pocan Stephen F. Lynch Yvette D. Clarke Suzanne Bonamici 

Adam Smith Dan Kildee Debbie Wasserman Schultz Thomas R. Suozzi 

Bill Pascrell, Jr. Nanette Diaz Barragán Susan Wild Jahana Hayes 

Alan Lowenthal Ted W. Lieu Joseph D. Morelle Grace Meng 

Pramila Jayapal Brad Sherman Lizzie Fletcher  Raja Krishnamoorthi 

Raul Ruiz, M.D.  John Garamendi Donald S. Beyer Jr. Lori Trahan 

Sheila Jackson Lee Betty McCollum  Jerrold Nadler  Anna G. Eshoo 

Steve Cohen John B. Larson Earl Blumenauer Karen Bass 

Ron Kind Norma J. Torres Ann Kirkpatrick Jamie Raskin 

Frank Pallone, Jr. Robert. C “Bobby” Scott John Yarmuth Dwight Evans 

Rosa L. DeLauro Maxine Waters Al Green André Carson 

Andy Levin Eleanor Holmes Norton Jason Crow Steven Horsford 

Albio Sires  Grace F. Napolitano Judy Chu  

 


